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Aspects of human culture are well known
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What is culture?

Expanding Culture to Animals

*Group-typical behavioral patterns shared by community
members that rely on socially learned and transmitted

Information.
(Laland & Janik, 2006)

* Need to eliminate possibility that behavior is due to
individual learning, genetic variability or environmental
influences.



Examples of Culture in Animals

Singing

Tool Use

Knowledge of Habitat



Do qgorillas have culture?
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Western Gorillas: Mountain Gorillas:

Gorilla gorilla gorilla Gorilla beringei beringei
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Goal:
Seek evidence of culture in gorillas by applying the ‘method of
exclusion’ to particular behaviors in five populations of gorillas.

Results:

23 Potential Cultural Traits

-Differences between Western Gorillas & Mountain Gorillas = 11 (52%)
-Intraspecific Variation =12 (48%)

Classified as beinq:

Foraging Related =1
Environment Related =9
Social Interactions =7
Gestures =5
Communication =1







Conservation Implications for Understanding Culture in Gorillas:

Habitat Utilization

Human-Wildlife Conflict
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Overarching Recommendations

-Conserving animal culture should be integrated into the
development of IUCN, CMS, and other conservation strategies.

-Raising awareness about the value of conserving animal
cultural diversity should be a priority of CMS initiative.

-Evidence of behavioural diversity and animal culture should be
collected for taxa of relevance to CMS.

-Cataloguing the dimensions of cultural diversity in animals can
assist in driving conservation actions and strategies.



In Sum:

Recognize that animal culture is another aspect of
biology that should be considered within existing
conservation initiatives.




Raising Awareness in Academic Community
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Understanding the rich social lives of animals benefits international conservation efforts

Raising Awareness in Conservation Community













