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Convention on Migratory 

Species (CMS)
ÅInternational biodiversity treaty managed by UNEP with 

its Secretariat based in Bonn, Germany

ÅAim: conservation of migratory species of wild animals

ÅGlobal scope, 115 countries are Parties to CMS

ÅPrimary legal tools: species listings (Appendix I, II) and 

regional agreements
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CMS Appendices



History of the Gorilla Agreement

Å2007, October: Paris Negotiation meeting 

in October 2007 leads to final text of 

Agreement





Å2008, June: Agreement enters into force in 

June 2008 with six Parties

Å2008, December: First Meeting of the 

Parties in Rome

History of the Gorilla Agreement



First Meeting of the Parties

ÅAction Plans adopted

ÅAnnual contribution of ú3,000 agreed

ÅTwo Resolutions adopted, one on 

Monitoring and Reporting, and one on the 

establishment of the Technical Committee



Å2009: Year of the Gorilla campaign

Å2009, June: Ad-hoc meeting of Agreement 

stakeholders in Frankfurt, Germany

History of the Gorilla Agreement



Interim Secretariat Arrangement

ÅCMS Secretariat is acting as the Interim 
Secretariat to the Gorilla Agreement, as 
agreed at the 32nd CMS Standing 
Committee in November 2007

ÅEstablishment of an independent secretariat 
depends on financing 

ÅPayment of annual contributions by Parties 
key for basic funding and eliciting donations



The Year of the Gorilla 2009 -

an overview



Year of the Gorilla 2009 -

Rationale

ÅAll gorilla species are listed as Endangered 

or Critically Endangered by IUCN

ÅStands for many other species in an 

essential ecosystem

ÅTo promote the CMS Gorilla Agreement, 

which came into force in June 2008



YoG Objectives
Å Support implementation and 

generate publicity for CMS 
Gorilla Agreement 

Å Support projects addressing 
threats 

Å Educate and raise awareness 
among the public and 
stakeholders

Å Support conservation 
cooperation

Å Promote sustainable cultural 
attitudes and traditions      



The YoG Partnership
Å 3 partners: 

CMS, GRASP and WAZA

Å Patron: Dame Jane Goodall 

Ambassador: 

Å Ian Redmond, OBE

Å Part of the óUN Decade of 
Education for Sustainable 
Developmentô

Å Numerous individual 
supporters



Education and Awareness







The YoG Website





YoG Symposium in Frankfurt, June 2009













State of the Gorilla Journey August/September
Å 7 out of 10 range states visited by Ian Redmond

Å Interviews with stakeholders at all levels

Å Regular blogs & videos documenting journey





Activities in Gorilla Range States







All year round: numerous events at WAZA zoos, 

through GRASP NGOs and individual supporters







Last but not least: supported projects

Wildlife Law Enforcement

Conservation Justice, Gabon:  ϵ23,400 from Germany (2010)

PALF, Republic of Congo: ~ϵ14,200 raised during YoG 
(Sources: Monaco, YoG, WAZA fundraising)


